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ESTATE

Chateau Montelena’s history is one of
the deepest and most storied in the Napa
Valley and California. Founded just north
of Calistoga by a senator and San Francisco
entrepreneur in 1882, at the turn of the
century it was one of the largest wineries
in the state. Prohibition put an end to
Montelena’s winemaking, and the next
major era began in 1968, when Jim Barrett
purchased the deteriorated estate. Jim fell in
love with this exceptional property, blessed
with a complex mix of soils, slopes and
biodiversity of wildlife and fauna. He had a
dream of creating wine at the level of the
great First Growths of Bordeaux, and set
about replanting the vineyard, outfitting
the winery with modern equipment, and
studying the processes necessary for farming
and winemaking at the highest quality level.

In 1976 Chateau Montelena put California
at the forefront of the wine world. That
year a who’s-who of the French wine and
food establishment gathered for a grand
tasting at the Inter-Continental Hotel in
Paris. Four white Burgundies were tasted
against six California Chardonnays. Chateau
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Montelena’s 1973 Chardonnay rated above
all other wines. This seminal event has been
memorialized in the book “The Judgment
of Patis,” by George Taber, as well as in
the 2008 feature film Bottle Shock. Today
Chateau Montelena’s distinct 19th century
stone structure stands as a quality icon in
Napa Valley, consistently producing some
of the finest wines in California. Master
Winemaker Bo Barrett, Jim’s son, now runs
the estate with the help of Winemaker Matt
Crafton and Vineyard Manager Dave Vella.

VINIFICATION

Chateau Montelena’s Estate Cabernet
Sauvignon is made up of 97% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 2% Cabernet Franc and 1% Petit
Verdot. The wine is aged in 100% French
oak barrels (35% new) for 22 months.

VINTAGE

Budbreak did not arrive abnormally eatly
despite the relatively warm winter and
widespread concern over low rainfall. Mild
weather, coupled with plenty of cool nights
extended the growing season. In general,
harvest was steady with no major rain events.
Conditions were ideal.
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“A total knock-out, the 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate captures all
the potential of this great site. Powerful, voluptuous and structured,
yet very much within the context of classicism that has defined these
wines for several decades. Dark red cherry, stone fruits, smoke,
licorice and scorched earth, along with beams of tannin, wrap around
the palate. Deep, virile and explosive, the 2014 is a must have. Don’t

miss it!”

— 95+ Points Vinous Media
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